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vantage to the nation, if it might be settled with due regard to the rights and privileges of the Church of England. . As to that he said the King declared openly that the Church of England should have any reasonable equivalent it could desire for its security, provided an Act of Parliament might pass for liberty of conscience. He told me we should meet and talk further o'f this matter. However, I then evaded as much as I could coming close to the thing, having no mind to declare myself too much or to characterise others.
May 26. I got to London without accident and performed my journey with better health (I thank God) than I could reasonably expect. I found things much in the posture there which I expected, the popish party extremely urging the King to press the taking off the test and the penal laws, and the other party unwilling to comply with it. That which made it the more warm was a late thing that had happened, which was this. The King had renewed his proclamation for liberty of conscience, with an order to the bishops to have it read in all the churches of their respective dioceses. The Archbishop of Canterbury and all the rest of the order, five only excepted, petitioned the King, and set forth thereby that they could not obey his Majesty therein; that no bishop or minister of the Church of England could give his consent for the declaration of liberty of conscience, and the reading of it by them or their order must imply a consent; that the like declaration had twice before been condemned in Parliament in the late King's time, and they might be accountable for it hereafter, for a thing adjudged contrary to law. Though the King could do no wrong, yet his agents or ministers were accountable for whatever they did by his command that was not legal, and though he thought fit to declare liberty of conscience, the ministers of the Church of England ought to persuade men as much as they could to adhere to their Church; but this publication of it in